4/11/69 


Desr C-ary, 


Thanxs for your letter of 4/9 w enclosures# ^1 so heard from Paul today* 

M 

I T ve heard nothing from Urr for months* He wrote me after Trent was 
there, saying he had given him 20iapounds of clippings for all of us to use, erd 
Tipent has also made no mention* Vfostever the material Bud returned, I've heard 
nothing. •• .Bud did see Hanes* x *e got snowed* £ tried to get Bud to arrange a 
competent, honest Memphis lawyer, with himself ss co-counsel. ^ have bagrim to 
ntoice he does not consult. We'll tango, meeting the requirements... I've had 
enough of that. 

On the Sirhan testimony: we are in accord. T hought I'd said that could 
be handled briefly* I said it all in the original text: no conspiracy had been 
ordained, so none was investigated. I wanted someohe to quote or some expert 
opinion to paraphrase, not to present myself as an expert saying that xskxx 
pwychaitry can be an art as well as a science (you misunderstood) and that such 
performances put the science ar.d public trust in it back for y-years. 

I'd like to see Lillian and Fred's stuff but x have not the time, 
cannot afford to phone her, and find them both as undependable as they are 
sincere. I'd be inclined to use their sources, not their interpretations or 
conclusions. But I doubt if I'd add anything on that anyway. I want all the 
space for Ray, where I'll have mere then 1 have room for-have already. I hope 
your mind blew when you got the judge's letter'. 

On Reed: I still recommend writing when you csn. He’ll know of your 
interest, know you regard it as important that he not wait, and you'll get him to 
thinking, which is important, for he has had no roason to make notes or anvthing 
like that. This is independent of what he has on film. 

I recommend against your going to Dallas this summer. The most important 
work is still in DC, at ‘■he Archives. After we thoroughly ransack that is the time 
to go to Dallas again, save for specific, immediate objectives. Paul feas developed 
a real liking for you, by the way. ^ wrote a very nice letter to me. H 0 p e y 0 u do 
not mindrix the unsolicited advice. If i have not sent you a copy of a letter to 
Lillis soon, jo§ me on it. He has already promised me access. I was to have gotten 
them in N.O., dyring the trial. 

Lifton: if he didn t get shaken up when I had a two-hour conversation 
with him in LA (phone) end 10768, he’ll never shake, ‘‘‘his, I believe, is what has 
subdued him more than anything else* Mien you are here again and havezfc time to 
hear it you'll understand. x know he tapes everything, so I did. He has not, 
sent what he promised to and I do not really care. I do not trust him at all. 

I'd like to see the KT article some time. No urgency, no real importance. Merely 
to have the most complete file possible. And to know what he said. 

You did send me a copy of that Penn letter, but nothing else. Waste 
time to phone Barbara. And money. 

I will not dispute with you about ^red. If he has matured 3 nd improved, 

fine. 1 * * hope so. It will require more than that. For example, after what Kifton 

did he still associates 4 ? But on Z, it is not possible to make any analysis of his 

beliefs or what he thinks are his findings by comparison with the Farewell copy. 


if !° f 8pp y lf h \ s stuff P roves out - Canr. ot some of it be done with 885? 
splices must show there for each individual print has the connection between 
adjoining frames. It is best done otf the Archives slides. If he can get anyone 
U » v they can borrow my editor. However, you recall you had a good viewing 
with me. You saw no sign of any splicing others than at £10. id like to see his 
133 A and B work, ^e didn t see the woman in the background when I called it to 
his attention. ..A passenger train rules out his theory entirely. 1 know there was 
one passing through. have it in the first book. Hs requires two freight cars 
parked behind the pergola for his theory, as he explaijed it to me. Nor does 
the Sprague theory (collapsed long ago save for the hot air pumped in) help him 
even if it were fact. If it is later that day it also is without meaning, T'he * 
question is not simply of the presence of a train, but of when, what kind, making 
what possible- and impossible. ^ 


In confidence, the original oi the Z film stayed in Dalles for a long 
time, according to Z, whb told me he showed it time after time after time, to many 
people, if it didn't, then one of the original copies did. Either way, after so 
many people saw it, there was great hazard in any substantive changes. perhaps 
it happened. Because this could not possibly have been done immediately, at 
the plant, doing what Fred suggests requires an enormous conspiracy. I just do not 
go for it. Aemember also the film was shown the media, immediately, Remember 
Bather's broadcast of his recollections of what it shows? There is still the 
possibility of a clandestine copy at the plant. ...Now the FBI was not at the 
plant only Sorrels of the government, people) and the V/illises, Z and Reported 
^cSormick were with him. He was not in the lab, from Willis* letter to me (PW). 

§e had no basis for any editing then. At that time copies started getting separated. 
Cns left for DC that night (PW). Life raahed a copy out, stopping in Dhicego for 
a black and white print. Whether Shaneyfelt numbared the frames from tte original 
1 110 ^ r0 call, but doubt tnere will be any conflict in numbers....! sgree I 

not only showed you those spots in the film, I wrote ana published. Ibis is whet 
turned ■‘•red on. “e told me that. 1 am unpersueded he has the answer, that is all. 
From whet 1 have seen of his 133Aand B he has missed the moat solid scientific 
evidence, .-.nu it is pretty obvious. He is too conspirscy-minded and confabulates. 
This does not at all m 1 an none of his work is good. Some I have seen on 133A & B 
is fine. It does mean he requires more checking, more authenticating, than anyone 
else. 'Ahat experts will he consult who know enough aboutiathe subject? Unless he 
has gross and overwhelming evidence of splicing, which I doubt, this will be 
required for proper analysis. Bay has wonderful experts on ‘“oorraan and nobody 
believes it.... On Willis, perhaps 1 can put it this way: he originally convinced 
me he had proven whet I suggested. I am not now convinced, for I've had time to 
do some of my own checking of his work. I'll show you when you are here. One of the 
things is the mullions* 


i!e agree on uud and the others, l am unaware cf tte screwun with i/urr 
and Bernabei. I am very fond of Bernabei, full of respect for him. And he is solid 
on the rifle and ammo, I think, .^nd A razier. However, not for discussion with any- 
one, he is the one who breached my confidence on the destruction, one of the veiy 
hottest things I have ana am holding for very special reasons. Not only jro Sylvia, 
who w<buld likely have kept my secret, but much worse, with Turner. 1 have not 
decided whether to confront him on it. He and you and Faul were the only ones I 

told. *ou 8n d p au ]_ se id no thing. There were witnesses when he told Turner. It may 

be nothing but bad judgement, but need I care how the road to hell is pared? 


This does not chsnge my appraisal. It troubles deeply, though. Perhaps you 
ceoter understand my apprehensions about sharing with everyone. 

, . . , 1 taken fro'i the files a complete 544 set save one thing I'll 

*5“ 1 j‘» d “• 'l 11 «» “ ««« 1" ~,t f,. day. c81t ^ JJ, 

Xeroxes of the documents. I an sending the originals of the two reports, tho°e 
we pasted to get them on one sheet, thinking they maye be a little clearer. 

The_ angle picture of the building is an extra, you may keep it if you'd like. 

t is the one taken from L a fayette Park, e little overexposed. utat I seek I 
cannot find by artificial light. It is a map of the area. I am including ' the 
ones stuff, too. Do not mention the identification I got from him and Myra, 
aoweyer, if y mix want to say that Newman told me Banistter personally arranged 
for the space for the CRC, okay. If you want to say that Bertas personally 0 
confirmed to me that he flew planaa in the Congo in 1965, that »lso is okay. 

± leornei this from Cubans. " * 

On the destruction, y 6 uxs presume correctly. I then tried to trace 
it, getting e. letter from the Archives saying there was no such transcript. Then, 
remember, when I asked you and Hal to check GAI-FBI, you got me some of the missing 
linss. 1 have it now from two sources. They check each other Derfectly. There 
definitely was the meeting Ford reports, when and where, etc. 'it was touched 
on again 1/27 That is withheld. Please say nothing. It is in this connection 

I J Iu nt u the G ® uWen wrltin S. I even have a receipt for the destruction, complete 
with when, where 3nd how destroyed, and by whom. Bud got me the stuff from the 
reporter (s files. I did not want to ask him (I knew him well 30 years ago) for 
rersona 1 reasons. But that is mere confirmation of what 1 already had, from the 
official stuff. They do not understand what is there or it would not be. 

Check on Sylvia. This has been my analysis since 10/37, when, in milder 
i° rm > began giving it to tier. *be did not welcome it. It is more than that, 
thought, ^er sex and her job freeze her to the past and deny her vrhatishe other- 
wise could and would do, And check on the separation of the ^effes. 

Agairi unsolicited advice!, if you have a choice on your internship, take 
it wnere it will do you more professional good. I suspect that is Mayo. I am con- 
fi dent that whether it is or not it will mean more, including in applications, etc. 
The solical and cultural deprivations will be minor and will give you time you 
will use well for other things. Lets talks bbout the disturbed kids when we are 
together, t had to do with reaching them through the unususls of life, like 
hetching eggs, baby chicke end ducks, tame fowl, etc. 

Paul/is negative on Mark Holean. I hope you are not. Could bo important. 

If you have good pictures, charts of King murder scene, first pictures 
taken on, of and from belcony. I’d like to borrow. I was then in NO end have 
inadequacies. 1 have also lost the first LIFE story, which is important to compare 
with the -^yles tape, as you may remember. N 0 copy COUP yet. ..I s ent judge's letter 
to you and Fsul alone. .. .Note your *ince comments without disagreement but do not 
regard it as adequate explanation. lj e has abdicated and worse, for whatever reason, 
good, bad, medical, personal, and has done serious harm besides, asp. in N.O. ..Bud 
says youn and he have arranged picture exhhanges. You should see hisj for he copied 
much here.... If there is anything else I have you want, ask.. .Please be careful 
with some of those you trust and I do not. Do not tell taem anything it would hurt 
everyone to know, for everyone might wind up knowing it. Let my burn suffice to 
inform your nerves. You have not yet found my judgements badly wrong, have you? 

Hav.' a godd trip, business and pleasure. I wish I could show Edwards what I sent 
you marked "strictest confidence" today! 


